FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Experience Asia without leaving Indy
2012 Asian Fest to be held June 9 at Garfield Park

INDIANAPOLIS, May 2012 – Which Asian country changed its name three times in the 1940s?  What does the color Red symbolize in China?  In which Asian country do 100 of the Fortune 500 U.S. companies have R & D facilities?  Get answers to these interesting facts and much more at the fifth annual Asian Fest on Saturday, June 9th from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Garfield Park, hosted by Asian American Alliance, Inc. (AAAI) and Indy Parks.  ADMISSION IS FREE.  

Festival highlights include:

· Entertaining cultural performances
· Fashion show of traditional Asian costumes

· Cultural Discovery of Featured Country - Thailand

· McDonald’s Family Pavilion  

· Children’s activities

· Chinese game of Mahjong

· Bonsai Show at the Conservatory and Sunken Garden
· Asian cuisine from local restaurants

· Asian merchandise vendors 

"Asian American Alliance, in partnership with Indy Parks, is proud to present the Asian Fest to highlight the rich cultural heritage of Asia that can be found in Central Indiana making it a more vibrant, interesting place to live. "Instead of flying 18 hours to travel to Asia, this family-friendly event allows Central Indiana residents to experience a bit of Asia in their own backyard," said AAAI President Sonia Chen.    
During the festival, Asian American Alliance will award scholarships to deserving IPS students and Asian American leadership students in the metro area.  
The 2012 Asian Fest is a collaborative effort between AAAI and Indy Parks, and is made possible by these generous sponsors:  McDonald’s, Kroger, Telamon, BioStorage, Indianapolis Power & Light, Financial Plans & Strategies, Mark & Grevel Consulting, LLC, Crowe Horwath, Global Interactions, WTHR-TV, Zink Distributing Company and NUVO. 
AAAI is a local, non-profit organization with a mission to empower Asian Americans to serve and lead in businesses and communities.  Visit www.aaalliance.org to learn more.   

For more information, contact: 

Young-Hee Yedinak, Asian American Alliance, Inc. 

      

yedinak@sbcglobal.net  (317) 258-0468  

 
Tom Weidenbach, Garfield Park  
tom.weidenbach@indy.gov   (317) 327-7066 
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 ANSWERS: 1) Thailand  2) Happiness  3) India                                                                    






